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Saint Michael Indian School is excited to 

welcome our students back on campus on 

September 1st. Upon their return, students 

will see many changes to our classrooms, 

gathering spaces, and offices. Updates have 

been made in an effort to keep our students 

and faculty safe and well. 

        Throughout this reopening plan, you will 

learn how measures are in place to address 

COVID-19 concerns. Questions will be 

answered about when and how your student 

will be able to come  back to school. This plan 

also addresses the measures that are in place 

if your child or another child becomes sick 

during the school day to keep everyone safe. 

      For the past several months, the SMIS 

crisis response team-- with information 

from the Arizona Department of Education, 

American Academy of Pediatrics, the CDC, 

and the Navajo Nation health department--

has worked to develop the best strategies to 

get your children back to school. 

        Thank you for your continued trust. The 

entire team at SMIS understands the con-

fidence you put in our staff each day as you 

place your child in our care. 

SMIS APPROACH
TO REENTRY

INSTRUCTIONAL 
METHODS FOR THE 
2020-21 ACADEMIC 
YEAR
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EVERYONE IS SO EXCITED TO HAVE OUR 
CHILDREN BACK ON CAMPUS. THE CURIOSITY 
AND JOY OF EVERY CHILD HAS BEEN GREATLY 
MISSED!

- DOT TESO, SMIS PRESIDENT

SMIS ELEMENTARY 
REOPENING 
GUIDELINES

03

HIGH SCHOOL 
REOPENING 
GUIDELINES

TRANSPORATION AND 
MEALS GUIDELINES 
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WELCOME BACK!
WE ARE READY TO HAVE 
YOUR STUDENT BACK ON 
CAMPUS.





Saint Michael Indian School has

purchased new laptops for all students in

grades 3 through 12. The laptops

will remain with the student as long as

they are an active student at SMIS. All

laptops will remain the property of

SMIS and considered “on-loan” to

your student. 

        Students who qualify for

the Federal Free and Reduced meals

program will also receive a Hotspot

device to be used when they are using

their laptop at home.

          Each parent or guardian will be required 

to sign a user agreement form when their stu-

dent(s) receive their individual laptops. Each 

laptop comes with a full three-year protection 

plan and service agreement. This is a full-ser-

vice warranty, therefore parents will only be 

held responsible if the laptop is lost or stolen.

• iPad stations and laptop carts will be 

available for grades PK-2.

• The school is also purchasing classroom/

home stations to use when needed.

• New consumable workbooks will replace 

many of textbooks in all grades.

• Children will not share materials.

THREE METHODS OF 
INSTRUCTION WILL 
BE UTILIZED FOR 
THE 2020-2021 
SCHOOL YEAR. 

CLASSROOM / HOME VIRTUAL 
LEARNING STATIONS

−

Virtual learning stations will be 

offered in special circumstances. 

This will allow children who are 

home sick and/or quarantined 

access to the classroom. These 

stations will be limited and only 

used for COVID-19 related gaps to 

learning.

REMOTE HYBRID FULL REENTRY

eLEARNING

−

Laptops will be used both on and 

off campus with grades 3 though 

12. E-Learning Monday through 

Thursday will be integrated into 

instructional time. Every Friday 

and Half Days, children in grades 3 

through 12 will use their laptops to 

learn from home.

Live Classroom

−

The American Academy of 

Pediatrics has determined children 

learn best in a live classroom 

environment! We will provide your 

child with a safe and well thought-

out plan to provide learning in small 

groups. limited movement and non-

sharing of materials.



FACE COVERINGS

Children in grades PK-1st, will be
required to wear a face shield hat. 
Students in grades 2nd -12th will 
have the option between a face 
mask or shield. SMIS will have a 
backup supply of face-shields and 
mask, however parents will be ex-
pected to supply the best option 
for their child upon arrival on the 
1st day of class and thereafter.

CLEAN / DISINFECT

Classrooms, restrooms labs, 
learning, and open spaces includ-
ing playground equipment will be
disinfected throughout the school
day and after students leave
campus. All areas will receive 
a deep clean every Friday, Half 
days, and Holidays.

All students in grades pre-K 

through 10th will begin their 

day with morning work and/or 

study hall. This will allow par-

ents to begin dropping children 

off as early as 7:30 a.m.— but no 

later than 8:25 a.m.  Children 

will go straight to their class-

room to drop off their bookbags 

followed by washing hands 

and preparing for their day.  

      Students in all grades will be 

served breakfast at 8:30 a.m. in 

their classroom. Through the 

entire day, students will remain 

in learning groups and will exit 

their classrooms only for edu-

cational labs, supervised play-

time, and breaks. Grades pre-K 

through 7th will have lunch in 

their classrooms through the 

fall semester. Grades 8 through 

10 will begin with lunch in the 

classroom and slowly— in small 

groups— move into the cafeteria 

and garden space. 

      Please note: The SMIS 

cafeteria is setup to serve 200 

students. However— to allow 

safe spacing— no more than 60 

students will be in the cafeteria 

at one time. 

  Teachers will move from class 

to class, and students will 

remain with their learning group 

throughout the day. 

      It remains the parent or 

guardian’s responsbility to not 

send a sick child to school. While 

SMIS does have a registered 

nurse on campus, it is not  their 

responsiblity to evaluate or 

diagnose your child. Sick chil-

dren must remain home until 

a fever and symptoms are not 

present for a full 48 hours. 

      Parents or guardians are also 

responsible for sending children 

to school well-groomed, in clean 

uniforms, and with clean face 

protection each day. 

       Proper rest, nutrition, and 

health screenings are also the 

responsibility of parents or 

guardians. 

     All of these responsibilities 

work in partnership with the 

SMIS faculty and staff to give 

your child the best possible 

opportunity to remain safe and 

healthy. 

       SMIS is committed to keep-

ing your child safe and well at 

school, and we are counting on 

you to adhere to all CDC and 

Navajo Nation safey guidelines, 

limit your family’s travel, and 

keep your children home if they 

have been exposed to illness or 

showing symptoms. 

WORKING TOGETHER TO KEEP OUR 
CAMPUS SAFE FOR OUR CHILRDEN, 
FACULTY AND STAFF. 



BEING CLEAN IS              
A MUST

S M I S  R E T U R N  T O  C A M P U S                               
I M P O R T A N T  C O N S I D E R A T I O N S

1. School will be locked down between the hours of 8:25 a.m. to 

5:00 p.m.  Absolutely no visitors are allowed on campus while 

children are present.

2. Students may not be checked out during the school day. If your 

child has an appointment, please  keep them home.

3. If your child becomes sick at school? New holding areas have 

been constructed in the school offices. Children running a 

fever will be held in this space while waiting to be picked up. 

Parent or guardian must pick child up within 30 minutes!

4. Before and after school care is canceled for 2020-2021.      

Children in grades PK-10 cannot be dropped off before 7:30 

a.m. and must go straight to their classroom. Children Pre-K  - 

8 must be picked up or be on the bus before 3:00 PM each day! 

No exceptions! Children in grades 9 -12 must be in class or a 

designated learning area while on campus.

S M I S  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L- 
S A F E T Y  F I R S T ! 
—
As your student arrives on campus this year,
they will be greeted with a temperature 
check and will be required to wear  face-
protection. Children in grades Pre-K -1st, 
will be required to wear a face shield hat. 
Students in grades 2nd through 5th will 
have the option between a face mask
or shield. 
            SMIS will have a backup supply of
face shields and masks, however parents 
will be expected to supply the best option 

for their child upon arrival on the first day of 
class and thereafter.                                                                           
        After being cleared through a 
temperature and proper face protection 
check, students will go to their classrooms 
to put their belongings down. During the 
school day, each child will remain in their 
classrooms. Handwashing and restroom 
breaks will be implemented every hour.        
       All classrooms are equipped with hand-
santizing stations. New restrooms have 
been built on the second floor of the Red 
Lane building across from the new 3rd 
grade classroom.                                                        
       All students will have access to “specials” 

during the school day. Limited faculty will 
rotate between classes to engage children 
in arts, exercise, music, Navajo language 
and religion. The goal at SMIS is to keep 
your child actively learning throughout 
their day while keeping them safe.                                                                                          
      There will not be any external substitute 
teachers for class coverage.  In the event 
a class needs to be covered, it will be an 
existing SMIS employee.                                                              

Note: Visitors are not allowed on campus 
during the school day. If a parent needs to
conference with a teacher or administrator, a 
ZOOM conference will be arranged.

Students must arrive on campus well-groomed, with a clean uniform, and with 
clean face protection. Your child’s cleanliness will keep them and others healthy 
and safe!

PARTNERSHIP
Parents are a valued partner! 
Parents play the most 
important role in their child’s 
successful academic year. 

TASKS 
All Registration paperwork is due 
before your child can be accepted 
for the 2020-2021 academic year.

COMMUNICATIONS
Please read and respond  to 
teacher, administrative and 
business emails. Email, RenWeb 
and the school’s Website
are the best tools for informaiton.



LABS AND LEARNING AREAS

—
Labs and learning areas have 
been redesigned to accommodate 
small learning groups and or 
individual learning space.

KEEPING OUR STUDENTS WELL 
AND SAFE - HIGH SCHOOL 
REOPENING
—
New student schedules will allow for maximum
learning opportunities, while keeping students in
the classroom with limited movement throughout
the day. Junior / High school students will only move
outside of their assigned learning group and classroom
for labs and restroom breaks. Students are required
to wear a face mask during the school day.

Faculty will move from room to room, with their
personal learning carts with laptops that hook to
smart TV’s in every classroom. Faculty will wear
masks or a face shield throughout the day when
working with students.

W E L C O M E  B A C K  T O  C A M P U S ! 
—

Our goal is to ensure your child’s safety and wellness 
while on campus. In order to maintain minimum 
exposure, students will be placed in learning groups 
of 10 - 20 maximum. Students will not change classes.
Faculty will come to them.

No visitors will be allowed on campus during the hours 
of 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m..

• Students will be required to wear a face mask and 
faculty will wear a face mask and/or a face shield.

• Temperature checks will be enforced upon arrival 
for all faculty, staff, and students.

• Classrooms, labs, learning and open spaces will be 
disinfected throughout the school day and after 
students leave.

CLASSROOM                 
REDESIGN

—
All classrooms have been 
restructured to accommodate 
students with required 
spacing between each desk.



MORNING BUS
—
Only 1 morning bus will run for the 2020-21 academic 

year. The pickup at Ya-Ta-Hey will be at 7:15 a.m. All 

parents must wait with children until your child is 

cleared to enter the bus. Children will receive a tem-

perature check as they enter the bus. All children must 

have on a face mask and will be seated with siblings or 

alone. Space will be limited. Pre-registration and pre-

paid bus pass will be required. 

MORNING DROP-OFF 
—

For grades pre-K through 10, student drop-off begins at 

7:30 a.m. and ends at 8:25 a.m. Children may not arrive 

on campus before or after this designated time. No tar-

dies will be allowed for the 2020-21 academic year. 

Student drivers must have a valid driver’s license, proof 

of registration and insurance, and SMIS parking sticker. 

Students will park in the gym parking lot for the 2020-21 

academic year. 

AFTERNOON BUSSES
—
Afternoon busses will go to 4 designated drop-off 

areas: Karigan, Edu. Center, Hospital, and Ya-Ta-Hey. 

Riders will sit with siblings or alone and must wear their 

mask the entire time. Space will be limited,  pre-regis-

tration and a pre-paid bus pass will be required. 

Karigan Arrival  3:10 p.m.                                     
Edu Center Arrival  3:15 p.m.
Hospital Arrival  3:15 p.m.
Ya-Ta-Hey Arrival  3:30 p.m.

 

STUDENT PICKUP
—

Student pickup will begin at 2:45 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Par-

ents or guardians must only wait in their assigned lane 

and remain in their cars--no exceptions! Students will be 

placed in cars. There will be no parking at the gym lot.  

Preschool and kindergarten students will be dropped off 

and picked up at the lower lot.  NOTE: Preschool and kin-

dergarten students’ older siblings will not be allowed to 

wait in the lower lot or in the classroom.  They will need 

to be picked up at the upper lot.



FOOD SERVICE IN CLASSROOM
—
All students in grades pre-K through 10th will be 

served breakfast in the classroom at 8:30 a.m. Stu-

dents in younger grades will use desk shields while 

eating breakfast and lunch. Pre-K through 5th will also 

be served lunch in the classroom for the fall semester. 

Students are allowed to bring breakfast and lunch as 

long as the meal needs no preparation and can remain 

with the student until their designated breakfast / 

lunch break. 

No outside delivered food is ever allowed! 

FREE BREAKFAST AND LUNCH
—

SMIS now qualifies for all students to receive free break-

fast and lunch! All school meals will be served in to-go 

containers in order to help lessen the possibilities of 

cross contamination. 

JUNIORS AND SENIORS 
—
Juniors and Seniors will receive a pre-packaged lunch / 

snack during their afternoon break. It is recommended 

that students in these grades eat a heavy breakfast or 

whatever is needed to carry them to their 2:45 p.m. 

lunch break. 

GRADES 6 THROUGH 10
—

SMIS grades 6 through 10 will be served lunch in class-

rooms at the beginning of the fall semester with a goal 

of moving into the garden and cafeteria areas in small 

groups when ensuring their personal safety is possible. 

All meals will be pre-packaged during the 2020-21 aca-

demic year. 




