FALL 2021

A SAFE RETURN
TO CAMPUS
FOR OUR CARDINAL
COMMUNITY

St. Michael Indian School Safe Return Plan | 2

CONTENTS

OUR APPROACH TO REENTRY

03

INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS

04

SAFE RETURN GUIDELINES

05

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GUIDELINES

06

HIGH SCHOOL GUIDELINES

08

TRANSPORTATION & MEALS

09

WELCOME BACK!
WE ARE READY TO HAVE YOUR
STUDENT BACK ON CAMPUS.
Saint Michael Indian School is excited to welcome our
students back on campus on August 18, 2021. Upon
their return, students will see many changes to our
classrooms, gathering spaces, and offices. Updates
have continued in an effort to keep our students and
faculty safe and well.

Throughout this pandemic, the SMIS crisis response
team-- with information from the Arizona Department
of Education, American Academy of Pediatrics, the
CDC, and the Apache County and Navajo Nation
Health Department-- has worked to develop the best
strategies to get your children back to school.

Throughout this reopening plan, you will learn how
measures are in place to address COVID-19 concerns.
Questions will be answered about your student’s return to campus. This plan also addresses the measures
that are in place if your child or another child becomes
sick during the school day to keep everyone safe.

Thank you for your continued trust. The entire team at
SMIS understands the confidence you put in our staff
each day as you place your child in our care.
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FALL 2021

APPROACH TO REENTRY
Keeping our community safe is our number one priority. COVID-19
is a serious illness, and we want to keep our students, faculty, and
staff as safe as possible. We are partners in the education of the
children who attend SMIS, and we truly appreciate your ongoing
help in bringing back students.
Fall Changes on Campus for Safety:
•

Students should bring their own clean water bottles
for filling.

•

Grades K-12 parents will not be allowed to walk their
children to the classroom.

•

Preschool parents can walk their child to the front
door of the building.

•

Face masks will be required in all indoor spaces.

REMOTE

FULL REENTRY

ONLINE / RECORDED CLASS

IN-PERSON

Grades 1 to 12 are eligible to elect to learn online.

Students cannot be dropped off earlier than 7:30 a.m.

Grades 1-3: Requirements for early learning model

•

from 7:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. and Fridays from 7:30

include a home-learning coach to supervise the student
during live session, a reliable internet connection with
webcam and printing, able to attend schedule live ses-

a.m.-1:00 p.m.
•

Grades K-6: Monday-Thursday, 7:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Students must be picked up by 3:15 p.m. Fridays

sions, and completed timely assignment submissions.
Grades 4-12: Requirements for online learning include

Preschool programs will be open Monday-Thursday

are eLearning until 1:00 p.m.
•

Grades 7-10: Monday-Thursday, 7:30 a.m.-3:10

participation in recorded and live-learning sessions Mon-

p.m. Students must be picked up by 3:25 p.m.

day through Thursday. Attendance includes participation

Fridays are eLearning until 1:00 p.m.

in live sessions with access to recorded sessions. Must

•

Grades 11-12: Monday - Thursday. Juniors and

have reliable internet connection. If you need to sched-

Seniors have varied start times from 8:50 a.m. to

ule a meeting with a teacher, they can be contacted via

10:40 a.m. depending on their student schedule.

email.. Wait-list must occur for transition from online to

They must be picked up by 4:25 p.m. Fridays are

in-person.

eLearning until 1:00 p.m.

HYBRID

LEARNING TECHNOLOGY
St. Michael Indian School provides your student with a device for
their instruction. Their devices will remain with the student as
long as they are an active student at SMIS. All devices will remain

HYBRID / E-LEARNING

the property of SMIS and considered “on-loan” to your student.
Each parent or guardian will be required to sign a user agreement

iPads or laptops will be used both on and off campus

form annually.

with grades 1 through 12. E-Learning will be integrated
into instructional time on Fridays for grades 1-12.

Each laptop comes with a full three-year protection plan and service agreement. This is a full-service warranty, therefore parents

Half days, snow days, or other unexpected school clo-

will only be held responsible if the laptop is lost or stolen. Children

sures in grades 1 through 12 will be considered eLearn-

will not share materials.

ing days unless otherwise announced.
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WORKING TOGETHER TO KEEP OUR
CAMPUS SAFE FOR OUR CHILDREN,
FACULTY, AND STAFF.
Students in grades Pre-K through 10th will begin their
day with morning work or study hall and breakfast. This
will allow parents to begin dropping children off as early
as 7:30 a.m., but no later than 7:55 a.m. Children will
receive a wellness check at drop-off, wash hands, and
prepare for their day.
Students in all grades will be served breakfast upon
arrival to school in their classroom. Through the entire
day, students will remain in learning groups and will exit
their classrooms.
Preschool to 2nd grade will have lunch in their classrooms. 3rd to 12th grade will have staggered lunch
times in the cafeteria space. Plexi-glass , air purifiers,
and hourly sanitizing are in effect for student safety.

Proper rest, nutrition, and Magnus Health Screenings
each school day are also the responsibility of parents or
guardians. Magnus Health Screenings need to be submitted by 7:30AM via mobile app for student clearance
on campus.
All of these responsibilities work in partnership with the
SMIS faculty and staff to give your child the best
possible opportunity to remain safe and healthy. SMIS
is committed to keeping your child safe and well at
school. We are counting on families to adhere to all
CDC and Navajo Nation safety guidelines and keeping
your children home if they have been exposed to illness
or showing symptoms.

It remains the parent or guardian’s responsibility to not
send a sick child to school. While SMIS does have an
RN on campus, however, it is not her responsibility to
diagnose your child. Sick children must remain home
until fever and symptoms are not present for a full 48
hours.
Parents or guardians are also responsible for sending
children to school well-groomed, in clean uniforms, and
with clean face protection each day.

CLEAN / DISINFECT

FACE COVERINGS

HYGIENE

Classrooms, restrooms labs, learning,
and open spaces includ-ing playground
equipment will be disinfected throughout the school day and after students
leave campus.

Masks are required for all students;
vaccinated and non-vaccinated.

Students must arrive on campus
well-groomed with a clean uniform
and with clean face protection.

All areas will receive a deep clean every
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday.
Hand Sanitizing Stations are available
throughout campus.

SMIS will have an emergency backup supply of face shields and masks.
Parents are expected to supply mask
for their child upon arrival on the 1st
day of class and thereafter. Parents
may pre-order protection in the
Pride Store.
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Your child’s cleanliness will keep
them and others healthy and safe!

S MI S E L E ME N TA RY S CHOOL :
S A F E T Y F IR S T !

More handwashing and hand sanitizer stations have been placed
in classrooms and hallways. New restrooms have been built on the
second floor of the Red Lane building.

—

As your student arrives on campus this year, they will be greeted with a
temperature check, Magnus Health Clearance and will be required to
wear face protection.
SMIS will have an emergency back- up supply of face shields and masks.
Parents are expected to supply mask for their child upon arrival on the
1st day of class and thereafter.
After being cleared through a temperature and proper face protection
check, students will wash hands and begin preparation for the day.
During the school day, each child will remain in their classrooms. Handwashing and restroom breaks will be scheduled more frequently.

Classroom spaces have been reassigned to limit movement on campus.
There will not be any external substitute teachers for class coverage.
In the event a class needs to be covered, it will be an existing SMIS
employee.
Should an in-person appointment be required, all visitors must be
vaccinated. All visits to campus must be prescheduled. If a parent
needs to conference with a teacher or administrator, a Zoom
conference will be arranged.
The COVID response plan outlines how SMIS will manage a child who
becomes ill at sick and classroom/school protocols.

PARTNERSHIP

TASKS

COMMUNICATIONS

Parents are a valued partner!
Parents play the most
important role in their child’s
successful academic year.

All Registration paperwork
is due before your child can
be accepted. Re-Enrollment
opens late March for the
2021-2022 academic year.

Please read and respond to
teacher, administrative and
business emails. Announcements
posted in email, RenWeb
and the website..

S MI S RE T URN T O C A MP U S IMP OR TA N T C ON S IDE R AT ION S
1.

School will be locked down between the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Absolutely no unscheduled visitors are allowed on campus
while children are present.

2.

Checkout of Students: Parents must call ahead if they are checking out their child and must go to the appropriate office to sign out
their child. Appropriate offices for Preschool-6 at St. Joseph Building and Grades 7-12 at the Middle/High School Building.

3.

If your child becomes sick at school? New holding areas have been constructed in the school offices. Children running a fever will be
held in this space while waiting to be picked up. Parent or guardian must pick child up within 30 minutes.
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CARDINAL
ATHLETICS

It is highly recommended that student
athletes are vaccinated.
Masks are required for indoor practice
and competition. Masks are not required
for outdoor practice and competition.
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W E L COME B A CK T O C A MP U S!
—
Our goal is to ensure your child’s safety and wellness while on campus.
No visitors will be allowed on campus during the hours of 7:30 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. Should an in-person appointment be required, all visitors must be
vaccinated. All visits to campus must be pre-scheduled. If a parent needs
to conference with a teacher or administrator, a Zoom conference will be
arranged.

•

Face protection, temperature checks, and Magnus Health screenings
will be enforced.

•

Classrooms, labs, restrooms and open spaces will be disinfected
throughout the school day and after students leave. Hand sanitizing
stations are located at every entrance and throughout campus
locations.

•

Social distancing guidelines and policies will be posted throughout
campus.

CLASSROOM
REDESIGN
—
All classrooms have been
restructured to accommodate
students with required spacing
between each desk. Each
classroom has an air purifier.

KEEPING OUR STUDENTS WELL
AND SAFE - HIGH SCHOOL
REOPENING
—

New student schedules will allow for maximum learning
opportunities, while keeping students in the classroom with
limited movement throughout the day. Junior / High school
students will rotate classes throughout the day.
Students are required to wear a face mask during the school day.
Labs and learning areas have been redesigned to accommodate
small learning groups and or individual learning space.

LABS AND LEARNING AREAS
—
Labs and learning areas
have been redesigned
to accommodate small
learning groups and or
individual learning space.
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Family/student virtual meetings can be scheduled for
conferences. No sharing of supplies. Pridestore counter will be
open to serve food and beverage, school supplies, and other
items.

MORNING DROP-OFF

STUDENT PICKUP

—

—

Preschool can be dropped off at their classroom door

Preschool students will need to be signed out at their

no earlier than 7:30 AM, no later than 8:15 AM.

classroom. Preschool parents will need to park at the

Grades K-10 can be dropped off no earlier than 7:30
AM, no later than 7:55 AM. Grades 11-12 drop off
times will vary due to their schedules.

lower parking lot.
Kindergarten-6th grade will be picked up at the upper
parking lot between 3:00-3:10 PM.

No tardies will be allowed for the 2021-22 academic

Grades 7-10 will be picked up at the upper parking lot

year. Student drivers must have a valid driver’s license

between 3:10 PM-3:30 PM.

and submit proof of registration and insurance to
receive a parking sticker. Student Parking will be
assigned during the first week of school.

MORNING BUS

Grades 11-12 will be picked at the upper parking lot
between 4:05 p.m.-4:25 p.m. Authorized persons must
wait in their lane, remain in their cars, and students will
be placed in cars.
No person is allowed in the student holding areas. No

—

parking the gym lot.

No bus service for morning pickup for the 2021-2022

AFTERNOON BUS

academic year.

—
There will be afternoon bus service. Visit the school’s
website for updated transportation details of drop
locations, rules, and registration information. Bus
transportation begins August 23, 2021.
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FREE BREAKFAST AND LUNCH

PRESCHOOL TO SECOND GRADE

—

—

SMIS now qualifies for all students to receive free

Preschool to 2nd grade will have lunch in their class-

break- fast and lunch! All school meals will be served in

rooms. Privacy boards are available

to-go containers in order to help lessen the possi-bilities of cross contamination.
To-Go Friday meals will be sent on Thursdays with
students and daily To-Go pickup meals is available for
online students with reservations only.
Students are allowed to bring breakfast and lunch as

THIRD TO 12TH GRADE
—

long as the meal needs no preparation and can remain

3rd to 12th grade will have staggered lunch times

with the student until their designated meal break.

in the cafeteria space. Plexi-Glass , air purifiers, and

Outside food or deliveries are prohibited. All meals will

hourly sanitizing are in effect for student safety.

be pre-packaged.
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