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This past academic year, the middle expanded
the intermediary to include sixth-grade Navajo
art and seventh-grade Navajo Nation current
events. The storytelling project featured students
researching an aspect of their heritage then
depicting it in art created by them. Most were
presentations on Navajo legends however some
featured oral stories of family history. In recognition of Ghaaji’, the Navajo New Year, art teacher
Cody Begay shared a video of Navajo Nation
President Jonathan Nez describing the significance of the month.
According to Navajo-Hopi Observer, during the
month of October, the Navajos cleared their
fields in preparation for winter. October is Ghaaji’
which means End of Growing Season. Harvested
crops were brought into storage cellars to feed
the family during the winter months. At this time
Mother Earth also welcomes all living things
back under her covers that could be hurt by the
harsh cold and formidable winds for the long
winter months of sleep. For the early Navajos, it
was time to go hunting. The wild game yearlings
were hunted for their tender meat. The older
game animals were hunted for their hides. With
this background in mind, students created their
own representation in drawings and paintings to
express this time of the year.

Currently, elementary students in kindergarten
through fifth grade and eighth grade receive
weekly Navajo language classes. There was a
gap in the Navajo language curriculum in ninth
through eleventh grade. Beginning in the fall, the
Navajo Language program will expand in the
high school with Navajo I for freshmen, Navajo II for sophomores, and Navajo III for juniors,
keeping the Navajo Government course for the
senior year.
With COVID-19 having a detrimental impact on
Navajo Nation elders, language preservation
has been a concern and the school is responding with efforts to encourage Navajo language
formation and carry on the language. “Saint
Katharine had a vision of providing Catholic
education that fully embraces the Navajo culture
and expresses the Catholic faith through that
context, “said President Teso. “The curriculum
expansion is designed to help our students gain
confidence in learning the language in a safe,
open classroom setting to engage native speakers of all levels, said Principal Yazzie. “Teachers
have expressed the students’ passion to learn the
language. We want our students to be able to
learn and pass on the Navajo language.”
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

ANNUAL FUND UPDATE

DEAR FRIENDS,
Here we go again moving into another school year of uncertainty. However, there
is much good news and celebration on the Saint Michael Indian School campus!
Over 75 percent of our students chose in-person learning this year! Faculty and
staff are returning to many more technology updates and building improvements. We will open a two and three-year-old classroom in our preschool for the
first time in the history of SMIS. This year, several seniors and a few of our juniors
are dual enrolled at Xavier University of Louisiana! The SMIS Board of Directors
approved the construction of a new baseball/softball complex to be completed
this fall. The list of good news just keeps growing, which is a good thing with all
the stress and sorrow many of our students and staff have been through in the
past year.
Many of you have read and heard the news of how hard the Navajo Nation has
been hit with COVID-19. We have lost family members, and we all feel a sense of
great loss.
I have shared many times how much Saint Katharine, our school foundress,
believed in God’s providence in this school. Never have I believed this more, and
we stand today filled with hope and moving forward (as Saint Katharine always
reminded those who serve this mission) knowing God will not leave us.
Thankfully many of you have not left us either. We had record giving this past
year, and I know this giving trend will continue. We pledge to continue to be good
stewards and to use all your gifts wisely for our children.
Joy was illuminating from the faces of our children and staff as we began our
2021-2022 academic year. This is your joy to share. Your gifts, prayers and continued support make all of this possible. God bless you and your family, and thank
you!

DOT TESO, PRESIDENT
Email: Dot.Teso@smischools.org
Direct: 505.979.5590 Ext. 3031

S T. M I C H A E L
INDIAN SCHOOL
PRESIDENT
PRINCIPAL

DOT TESO
TAZBAH YAZZIE

St. Michael Indian School provides students from local Native American communities with a
quality education that is rooted in Catholic values, is sensitive to Native heritage, teaches leadership skills, and enables students to contribute in a culturally diverse world.
Cardinal News is published by the SMIS Advancement office.
Our mailing address is: PO Box 650 | St. Michaels, AZ 86511 . For inquiries or to make a gift, please
call us at (505) 979-5590 ext. 3036 or visit us online at STMICHAELINDIANSCHOOL.org.

CURRENT = $234,822
GOAL = $325,000
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AROUND CAMPUS
This past spring, the new bathrooms on the
second floor of the main building were completed. A portion of the renovation expenses was
donated by Dallago Corporation. The renovation
included completely gutting out the existing
community shower room once used by the Sisters. Space was then divided into separate restroom areas. Students in third grade were able
to utilize the new restrooms this past semester.
Built-in 1926, the chapel of the school was once
used by community members for weddings and
mass and over the years. Today it is used mainly
for school mass. With the campus being empty
during the pandemic, the school embarked on a
renovation project for the chapel. Plans include
painting the 60-foot-high ceilings and walls,
replacing ornate pillar pieces, updating the
sound system, upgrading technology, electrical
and lighting, removing carpeting and refinishing
the wooden floors, refinishing the altar floor, restoring four confession stalls, and lastly building
and installing 96 new kneelers. The project is
expected to be completed by February 1, 2022.
The total project is expected to cost $60,000
with most of the work completed by the school’s
buildings and grounds teams and volunteers.
Make a gift today to help support the Chapel
Renovation!

Norvin Thompson, a buildings and ground
team member, shows how the wood is cut to
maximize the supplies for the kneelers.

With the help of grant funding, the new second floor bathrooms were remodeled from a
convent community shower room.

New Girls restrooms complete with three
stalls and two sinks was used this spring by
third grader students.

PLE

ASE JOIN US FOR THE

SAINT MICHAEL INDIAN SCHOOL

OCTOBER
15-16
MUSIC | FOOD | BINGO | GAMES | FUN RUN
.

FREE ADMISSION | ALL AGES
WWW.STMICHAELINDIANSCHOOL.ORG
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Andrew D. and his
classmates
participate in
class.

Coach Shawnlynn Quintana
screens Camille Garcia prior
to game travel.

Open seats to
allow for social
distancing.

17% of the students
this school year
elected to be virtual learners.

In mid-March, a few dozen students returned to campus after staff and faculty received full COVID-19 vaccinations.
The first students to return were children of essential workers and students who were at-risk.
By the end of the school year, nearly 115 students were on campus ranging from preschool through twelfth grade.

Seniors on campus attended
Mass in the Sisters Chapel.

Students assist Sister
Amelia Breton, SBS,
with the crowning of
Mary.

First grader Danica B.
shares her at-home
learning area created
by her family.

Members of the SMIS
choir sing at Mass
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SMIS EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR:
MELISSA KEE
Amazing Care and Service excellence
at St. Michael Indian School.
Melissa Kee is the Food Service Director and oversees the kitchen
staff. Melissa was recognized for her commitment to the community
and school. The department was critical in serving the food needs
of the community when the pandemic began.
Ongoing services for the community continued through the
academic year and the team implemented new meals programs to
ensure children were being provided safe, healthy, and nutritious
food. The food service team was the first site in the area to
offer Meals To-Go, Weekend Bags, and Weeklong Bags for any
community children. The team troubleshooted non-electrical
homes by shopping local stores for shelf-stable milk options and
packing easy prep meals. In addition to serving the community,
Melissa served the school with to-go staff lunches, prom, and
graduation week food and beverage. “Be with God, move forward,
keeping your appointments. I am awed at how you kept your
appointments this year,” said President Teso at the employee
luncheon where Melissa was awarded.

WAYS TO GIVE
TO SMIS
Make a lasting impact on St.
Michael Indian School

PLANNED GIVING OPTIONS:
Bequest: Include SMIS in
your will or trust
Gift annuity
Life income trust
Life insurance policy
Retirement account
proceeds
Appreciated Stocks: Transfer
appreciated stocks, bonds,
or mutual funds to SMIS
Give from qualified
retirement accounts such as
IRAs

ST. MICHAEL INDIAN SCHOOL | CARDINAL NEWS - FALL 2021 | PAGE 6

CARDINAL
SOFTBALL MAKES
HISTORY

Left to Right: Coach Shawnlynn Quintana, brother Joshua,
mother Marena, father Brian, and Coach Carl Adams with
Ashley Tsingine.

On June 4, 2021, Co-captain Maya Ross signed
her letter of intent to play with Mesa Community
College in Mesa, Arizona. Maya is a pitcher and third
baseman. “Never did I think I would be here as a
high school softball coach and taking young girls to
the state tournament every year. That’s what we’ve
been doing the past five years and it’s amazing. For
the first time ever here at St. Michael, we have our
first ever college softball athlete. I am so proud of
her. I am glad she is being recognized, she deserves
to play at the next level.” said Head Coach Karen
Tom at the signing held during the Senior Awards
Breakfast. Maya was surrounded by her family and
classmates during the signing.
At the same event, Athletic
Director and Head Girls
Basketball Coach Carl
Adams proudly announced
center Ashley Tsingine would
take her game to the next
level and play for Hesston
College in Kansas. Having
received the most improved
player in her freshmen year,
Ashley continued to build her
skills and in her senior year
secured 2nd team All-Region
recognition. She plans to study Veterinary Science.
Ashley is the third basketball player to sign in the last
five years. Hunter Begaye signed with McPherson
College in 2016 and Jalynn Smith signed with
Presentation College in 2018.

Left to Right: Coach Karen Tom, mother Melvina, father
Lenny, sister Jenna and Coach Courage Todachine watch
Maya Ross sign her intent.
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A LEADER WHO
INSPIRES ME...

Jenna Ross (second from left) with her dad Lenny, mother Melvina,
and older sister Maya.

The people who inspire me the most are my grandpas. They
all did so much for my family, and are very hardworking and
determined. I look up to all of them because of their mental
toughness and the love they have. – Jenna Ross

Nine juniors and three seniors were inducted into the National Honor Society on May
27, 2021. Their induction was postponed to the spring. Congratulations to the newest
NHS members!

Matthew Herrera pictured with his parents.

The people who inspire me the most are my parents. My
parents are hardworking and they have a lot of commitment
and dedication. They always push me to do my best.
– Matthew Herrera

NHS Advisor Dan Groucutt stands with NHS officers and Princpal Yazzie. Left to
Right: Kaedan Yazzie - President, Chiara Holgate - Vice President , Maya Ross Secretary, and Aurianna Quintana, Treasurer.

Kalyn Smith pictured with her parents.

The people who inspire me the most are my parents. They
have been so many obstacles but still manage to work hard
to get through them. They always provide for the family and
push me and my siblings to do the best in everything we do.
I am grateful for how they raised me to be the person I am
now and for the support they give me. – Kalynn Smith

8th Grader Shianne Begay proudly displays her certificate. She was one of six
middle school students to be inducted into
the National Junior Honor Society.

8th Grader Nehemiah Simpson reads to
character description of the honor society
pillars.
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Class of 2021

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS OF 2021!

Alden Wauneka gives a rose to his grandmother
during the ‘Giving Thanks’ part of commencement

The Baccalaureate Mass was hosted in the gym to allow for social distancing

Star Anderson and Maya Ross share a secret
handshake as they exit the gym after graduation
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Class of 2021
SAINT KATHARINE DREXEL AWARD
Grace Belgarde, Valedictorian
Saint Katharine Drexel, Foundress of the Sisters
of the Blessed Sacrament, established St.
Michael Indian School in 1902 as an index of
her commitment and Christ-like devotion to the
oppressed in American Society. Through her inspiration, Catholicism enhanced the land without subverting the profound spirituality and
elegant traditions of the Navajo. This award is
given to a student who honors a commitment
to personal dignity and respect for the rights of
others.

SISTER MARY HONORA AWARD
Chiara Holgate, Co-Salutatorian
Sister Mary Honora served as a dynamic example of the pioneer spirit of the Sisters of the
Blessed Sacrament. She arrived at St. Michael
Indian School in October 1910 and served her
beloved Navajo for fifty years until her death
on August 12, 1962. She was a friend to Chief
Dodge and Father Anselm and to many other
tribal leaders and Franciscan missionaries. This
award is given to a student who is reverent of
the traditions and culture of the Navajo and
other peoples within the school community.

SISTER KATHARINE BARRETT AWARD
Kayden Williams, Co-Salutatorian
Sister Katharine Barrett held responsibilities as Principal from 1979-1989. In the early
1980s, with declining enrollments and fiscal
constraints, the closing of the school became
an imminent possibility. Sister Katharine
marshaled the support of the community in
persuading the General Council of the Sisters
of the Blessed Sacrament in sustaining the continuance of the school as a resource for Navajo
youth. This award is given to a student for service and loyalty to the school community.

GRADUATION SPEAKER:
DR. JARON KEE (’11)
Jaron Kee, MD is
Diné (Navajo) and
from Crystal, New
Mexico on the
Navajo Nation. In
2019, he received
his undergraduate
and medical school
education at the
University of New
Mexico through the
Combined BA/MD
Degree Program.
Dr. Kee is now a
resident and newly elected Lead Resident (formally Chief Resident) in the Department of Family and
Community Medicine at the University of New Mexico
Hospital. Jaron plans to return to his home community with the goal to practice full-spectrum care. Jaron
is a 2011 alum of St. Michael Indian School. LaKeisha
Kee, his younger sister, graduated in 2015.
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CITY OF HOPE:
AN OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLORE
This semester, seven juniors and seniors of the

the teamwork most beneficial. I got to work

high school participated in a twelve-week

with high students and receive mentorship

internship through the YES2SUCCESS Program.

from college students in the internship.”

The Youth Enjoying Science Seeking Useful
Comprehensive Cancer Educational Strategies

High school biology and anatomy teacher

for Students is a virtual cancer course through

Jamie Blazak Adams, RN help to facilitate

the City of Hope. The course is normally an

the students on the SMIS campus in coordi-

in-person laboratory research experience,

nation with Christopher Sistrunk, Ph.D., who

and as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the

is an Assistant Professor, Dept. Population

program redesigned participation to include

Sciences, Division of Biomarker of Early

students outside their local California commu-

Detection and Prevention, and Director

nities.

of STEM Training and Education Program
(STEP) at the City of Hope. Christopher had

90 students in total contributed to the program,
with most students from California but some
from North Carolina, Texas, and St. Michael Indian
School. The program integrated Labster and

a chance encounter at a deli with the team’s
Chiara on graduation day with her mother (`03) Tonia Navakuku
(’03). Chiara is the eldest of her siblings and a student ambassador
of SMIS.

LabXchange platforms to teach students about

running team when they attended a meet in
California. Having met years prior, the school
immediately came to mind when the program
wanted to expand its reach outside the Cali-

various laboratory techniques and experiments

fornia vicinity and engage students who have

while providing insight into cancer research. The program’s main topics

minimal exposure to nearby programs. Principal Yazzie said,” “This internship

focused on cancer prevention, detection, and treatment. Students worked

provides our students a unique opportunity to gain skills in a real-world learn-

independently on the program while attending check-in sessions with STEM

ing environment while gaining experience to collaborate with other students

trainers and facilitators along with professional development for the students.

across the country. In addition, the skills they gain can further develop their

The professional development includes sessions on individual development

interest in STEM-related job fields.”

plans, how to write a letter of recommendation, what makes a good letter of
recommendation, and exploring careers in research.

The City of Hope is a National Cancer Institute-designated comprehensive
cancer center and a founding member of the National Comprehensive Cancer

Senior Kaedan Yazzie was one of the students involved in the internship.

Network, making it a national leader in advancing research and treatment

Kaedan’s favorite aspect of the program was having a discussion on the

protocols. City of Hope has been ranked among the nation’s “Best Hospitals”

ethics of research and the medical field and the prioritization of care deter-

in cancer by US News & World Report for over a decade, according to organi-

mined by the nurses and doctors. The real-life scenarios laid out in the weekly

zation publications.

zoom meetings sparked many perspectives on the variety of topics. According to Kaedan, the program had a heavy material vocabulary and it often
slowed down his pace however prepared him for his college course
of study which is nursing. “I plan to go into the nursing program at
the University of New Mexico. The program didn’t have much impact
on my decision to study nursing, however, my mom liked I was given
a chance to look at the research part of science. I have a number of
family members in health and medical fields- my mom is a nurse, one
grandma is an EMT, and my aunt is a Veterinarian.” Said Kaedan in
an interview. “I think it would be good for any student to participate
in a program like this. It allows for new viewpoints and pushes you out
of your comfort zone. I liked the sense of responsibility it added to my
already busy schedule of home and school. I hope the program will
continue to let students from St. Michael attend and participate.”
Chiara Holgate, another senior, was an intern who could be found on
a zoom call or working on a project at the gym while she waited for a
game to start. “Through the assignments, I spent a lot of time working
in the online learning programs of Labster and LabXchange, those
were good programs to learn and I’m happy SMIS had compatible
equipment for us to use. I plan to study Health Science of Fitness and
Wellness at Northern Arizona University this fall and the internship
taught me more about cancer. I realized how much cancer genetics
impact a person’s health and I was trying to figure out how it would tie
into what I’ll be learning at college. I’m am now curious to see what our
community does for education and services related to cancer. I found

Kaedan Yazzie was one of the first
interns participating in the City of Hope
YES2SUCCES program this past year.

Chiara Holgate leads the procession
during Baccalaureate Mass.
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ALUMNI NOTES:
GRACE BELGARDE (’21)
This past year was Grace Belgarde’s senior year, her 13th year of
attending SMIS. Opting to stay a virtual learner this past academic year, Grace kept her classmates and teachers at the front of her
mind. “My mom works in the hospital and had first had contact with
patients. It was difficult not seeing my friends or being at school, but
I knew it was safer for everyone. I was able to figure out more about
who I am and picked up new interests. I began riding a bike every
day and took long walks with my mom. I probably would never have
done those things if not for the pandemic. “
Grace felt the quarantine prepared her more for college in the sense
of managing her time and learning how to maneuver different technology and resources. “The school enhanced its online learning. I had
no experience in online learning classes before. Our teachers quickly
got us to using cameras (to see one another), do group work projects,
and made time for us. I enjoyed the discussion calls. I hope the school
keeps the online option especially for groups work.” said Grace about
shifting to online learning. The pandemic brought awareness about
the dedication her mother has for the community. Most importantly
it reiterated her goal to finish up her college education and return to
Fort Defiance to serve in the medical and health field with a focus on
psychiatry.
Grace received the merit-based Chancellor Scholarship and Resident Hall grant from the University of Denver. Grace was selected by
the university to participate in a cohort-based program called the
CWC Leadership Scholars Program. A program highlight includes
community-based learning and problem solving across all four years
of the program. The program includes a leadership minor and offers
workshops and mentoring.

One of Grace’s
hidden talents is
her painting. Grace
began dabbling
with the various
mediums of art as
a young child. She
has done some clay
sculpting, beadwork,
watercolor, however
no oil painting yet.
Having taken a few
art courses in school,
Grace was encouraged by the high
school art teacher to
submit artwork.

Grace’s other interests include fostering stray
animals, volunteering at the humane society,

“The art assignments
and participating in the choir and poetry club.
focused on Native
American heritage.
For the painting
of the woman, I
thought of my aunts and their connection to the birds and eagles. For
the buffalo painting, I submitted that to the Heard Museum for their
student art show. The show didn’t happen because of the pandemic.
The buffalo for me represents many things, but mainly protection and
strength.” The students were challenged with various projects which
require personal perspective. She enjoyed creating artwork that had
components of representing social inequality, social justice issues, or
sustainable earth. “The time I spent on my art helps me to process
what I’m thinking about, but also to express myself.”

(Left) Watercolor buffalo painting Grace planned to submit to the 2020 Student Heard Art Show.
(Middle) Acrylic on canvas painting created by Grace in 2020.
(Right) In 2019, Grace attended the John Hopkins University leadership summit.
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#CARDINALUP
Examples of members of our Cardinal community stepping up
to serve our students and others to make our school better each day.

In 2017, Eighth grader Ashley Mazarin visited the Navajo Nation with
her dad on a medical service trip. After her departure, she never
could forget about the places she visited and the people she met. Fast
forward, three years later and Ashley is a junior at Roslyn High School
in New York.

The group plans to continue working together this coming school
year. “I appreciate Ashley’s initiative and commitment to the tutoring
program. She’s professional and mature, and I look forward to the
continued tutoring this coming school year,” said Principal Yazzie. “It
was a great experience for our students.”

As a member of the Key Club, she was challenged to create a service
project, and immediately she thought of the Navajo Nation. Working
with the SMIS Advancement team, Ashley reviewed the various ways
to get involved with supporting the school.

“I love doing this service. I find it equally rewarding to be able to
help and I’m just happy to be part of this work together,” said Ashley.
Ashley recently visited SMIS with her family during a service trip to
Chinle, Arizona. Whe is undecided on a field of study after high school

After seeing the Amazon charity list the school has for school supplies,
Ashley set up coin collection bins at local stores after speaking with
shop owners about the school’s needs. Through her efforts, she was
able to collect $630 for school supplies. Additionally, her community
members wanted to donate school supplies, so she collected and
shipped new school supplies.
After her project with the Key Club came to an end, Ashley felt compelled to continue giving in some way. She began a different project
not affiliated with her school. She coordinated five of her friends to
collaborate on a virtual tutoring service with SMIS middle school
students. Greg Mazarin, Ashley’s dad, commented, “I am proud of her.
She does a lot to self-initiate, I don’t push her, only help support her.
She does all the planning.” Greg often sat in on the conference calls
and was included in communication as well. Planning includes zoom
calls between SMIS and the group, and email communication chains
to ensure the tutoring group received training to be in safety compliance with SMIS students.
The tutoring group was issued SMIS emails in order to be able to work
in TEAMS with the nine SMIS middle school students. Once all the
training was complete, Principal Yazzie helped monitor the sessions
which were held every Monday for one hour. The students teamed
up to work together on math, English/reading, social studies, and
science.

2ND ANNUAL

DREXEL DINNER
FOOD | SPIRITS | MUSIC
PLEASE JOIN US

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17TH
SOCIAL HOUR AT 5 P.M. | DINNER AT 6 P.M.
OUR LADY OF JOY | CAVE CREEK
JOIN US FOR STUDENT PERFORMANCES, MINGLING WITH OUR
FELLOW CARDINALS, AND LEARN MORE ABOUT
ST. MICHAEL INDIAN SCHOOL!

HOST A TABLE OR SPONSOR
TICKET & SPONSORSHIP INFORMATION:
(505) 979-5590 EXT. 3036 | RENEE.TSINNIE@SMISCHOOLS.ORG

St. Michael Indian School
PO Box 650
St. Michaels, AZ 86511-0650
www.stmichaelindianschool.org

UPCOMING
CARDINAL EVENTS

OCT
15-16

OCT
15 & 16

NOV
17

DREXEL
RUN

FALL
FESTIVAL

DREXEL
DINNER

DISCOVER
NAVAJO

FUN RUN & WALK

COME ONE, COME ALL!

THANK YOU TO OUR
SUPPORTERS!

PROUD SUPPORTER
OF SMIS!

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THIS
YEAR’S VIRTUAL OR IN-PERSON
FUN RUN TO BE HELD DURING
THE FALL FESTIVAL.

ENJOY A WEEKEND OF FALL
FUN IN A SOCIALLY DISTANCED,
MASKED EVENT WITH GAMES,
ENTERTAINMENT, CRAFTS AND
MORE!

PLEASE JOIN US
AT OUR LADY OF JOY IN CAVE
CREEK, ARIZONA FOR THE
SECOND ANNUAL
DREXEL DINNER.

GET MORE INFORMATION AND

SHARE THE JOY OF SMIS

SIGN UP ON OUR

AND HOST A TABLE OF

WEBSITE!

FRIENDS!

NOVEMBER 20, 2019
VISIT SMIS ON A SOUTHWEST

THE CASA

TOUR WITH FREE SPIRIT
VACATIONS.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT
FREESPIRITVACATION.COM

